BIO-DATA OF Dr. C. THANGARAJ


Dr. Chelliah Thangaraj was born on 06.04.1957 in the Keelarajakularaman village of Virudhunagar District.  He had his early education at the Panchayat Union School of the same village and had his Bachelor of Engineering (Civil Engineering) Degree from Thiagarajar College of Engineering, Madurai.  He has completed his M.Tech. and Ph.D. Degree from Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur and Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi, respectively.


On completion of his Ph.D. program, he joined as a faculty member in Birla Institute of Technology, Pilani, Rajasthan.  Later, he joined as Reader in the  Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI) University, New Delhi in the year 1987.  He served in JMI upto 1996 and took over as Vice Principal of Arulmigu Kalasalingam College of Engineering in March 1996.  Later, he took charge as Principal on June 20th, 1996.  He has been the Principal of the College for 10 years and he has elevated the status of the College into a Deemed University.  He took charge as the first Vice Chancellor of the Kalasalingam University in October 2006.  He has introduced the first ever six year Integrated B.Tech. Program for the speech and hearing impaired students in Kalasalingam University.


Dr. Thangaraj has won many prestigious international Fellowships.  He was awarded the Commonwealth Academic Fellowship of British Council in the year 1992-1993 and spent a year at University of Birmingham, U.K.  He was also awarded the Netherlands Fellowship program to spend two years at ITC, Enschede, The Netherlands. He was a visiting Faculty in the School of Civil and Environmental Engineering of Cornell University during 1993 – 1996.   He was also a DAAD Senior Fellow at Aachen University of Technology, RWTH, Germany during the year 2000.


He was the Coordinator of the TIFAC CORE Project and set up  a world Class centre in Network Engineering  by getting sponsorship from seven industries, for setting up research laboratories, in the areas of  Networking, Network security, Embedded Networking and VLSI Technology. The first phase of the project with an estimated budget of Rs. 14.3 crores is completed and the second phase with a budget of Rs. 4.5 crores is under progress.  He is also the Principal Investigator for 3 sponsored research projects from AICTE and DST.
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 He was instrumental in setting up the first ever Advanced National Centre for Discrete Mathematics (n-CARDMATH).  He is one of the Project Coordinators and has a sponsored project in the area of Facility Planning and expansion.  His research interests include: Large Scale Systems, Parallel Programming, Remote Sensing and GIS and Water Resources Systems.  He has guided three Ph.D. scholars and is guiding three.  He has also guided 43 M.Tech. students for their thesis work  in the areas of Civil Engineering and Computer Science & Engineering.  He has published 42 papers in National and International Journals and Conferences.  


He has won a best Principal award, Seva Ratna Award, Hem Prabha-Gupta Award for best paper by Institution of Engineers (India).

 He has served in various national societies as its Member and a member, Board of Governors for the Society of Electronic Transaction and Security, New Delhi and was its Treasurer for three years.  He was also the Member of Academic Council in few Universities and was a Member of the Syndicate of Anna University for three years.

He is the life member of Indian Society for Technical Education and Member of American Society of Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing.

He is having avid interest in farming and agriculture.

